
The Spirit of Arcola

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

IMPORTANT
dates and events

D E C E M B E R ,  2 0 2 3

12-1 BOOK FAIR THRU 12-8

12-7 PTO FLOWER PICK UP 2:30-
3:15 & AFTER HOLIDAY PROGRAM

12-7 HOLIDAY PROGRAM 6:30 PM

12-8 PTO FLOWER PICK UP 7:30-8:15

12-8 SCRIP ORDER FORM GOES HOME

12-11 SCRIP ORDERS DUE

12-11 BOARD MEETING 6:00 

12-12 DINE TO DONATE BLAZE PIZZA NIGHT

12-13 PACE CHRISTMAS COOKING
CLASS GROUP #1 TILL 3:30

12-13 MANNER‘S LUNCH/DRESS UP

12-14 EAGLE EXTRAVAGANZA 1:45 
12-14 AUDITIONS FOR FROZEN AFTER SCHOOL

12-20 SPELLING BEE FOR 5TH GRADE

12-15 SCRIP ORDERS DELIVERED

12-15 POPCORN DAY

12-18 PACE CHRISTMAS COOKING CLASS
GROUP #2 TILL 3:30

12-21 END OF 2ND 9 WEEKS

12-22 NO SCHOOL, POSSIBLE MAKE UP DAY

12-25 WINTER BREAK THRU 1-8-24

12-1 SCRIP DELIVERED

HELLO ARCOLA FAMILY,

I HOPE YOU ENJOYED THE LONG THANKSGIVING WEEKEND AND WERE ABLE TO SPEND TIME
WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS. AS WE LOOK AHEAD TO DECEMBER, WE JUST HAVE A FEW
WEEKS UNTIL WINTER BREAK WILL BE HERE. THE UPCOMING WEEKS ARE PACKED WITH A
LOT OF SPECIAL ACTIVITIES THAT WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO INCLUDING THE WINTER
PROGRAM, BOOKFAIR AND OUR MANNERS LUNCH. 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK OUR ARCOLA FAMILIES FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT IN OUR
RECENT JAR WARS COMPETITION. THIS FUNDRAISER HELPED RAISE MONEY TO HELP
SUPPORT OTHERS IN NEED AT THE HOLIDAYS AND OUR RELAY FOR LIFE CAMPAIGN. WE
APPRECIATE YOUR KINDNESS, GENEROSITY, AND ONGOING SUPPORT!

AT OUR NOVEMBER EAGLE EXTRAVAGANZA, SEVERAL STAFF MEMBERS PARTICIPATED IN AN
ARCOLA “SURVIVOR” CHALLENGE AND HAD TO WORK AS A TEAM AND USE THE LIFELINES OF
PROBLEM SOLVING & HUMILITY TO WORK TOGETHER TO SOLVE A PUZZLE. ASK YOUR CHILD
ABOUT WHICH TEAM, AND WHICH TEACHERS, MODELED THESE LIFELINES WELL, AND WHICH
TEAM LEARNED MORE ABOUT THESE IMPORTANT LIFELINES. IN DECEMBER, WE LOOK
FORWARD TO LEARNING MORE FROM MR. ELDER’S AND MR. KADUK’S 5TH GRADE STUDENTS
ABOUT THE LIFELINES OF A POSITIVE ATTITUDE & GENEROSITY.  

THE WEATHER HAS DEFINITELY TURNED A CORNER AND THE COLD TEMPERATURES ARE
HERE! STUDENTS WILL GO OUTSIDE FOR RECESS IF THE “REAL FEEL” TEMPERATURE IS 10
DEGREES OR ABOVE. WE APPRECIATE YOUR HELP MAKING SURE STUDENTS ARE PROPERLY
DRESSED FOR THE WEATHER AND COME TO SCHOOL WITH COATS, HATS AND GLOVES. 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE TEXT ALERTS FROM NACS REGARDING DELAYS AND
CANCELATIONS, YOU CAN VISIT THE PARENT PORTAL ON THE NACS WEBSITE TO OPT IN. IF
YOU DO NOT ALREADY HAVE A PARENT ACCOUNT, THE DIRECTIONS ONLINE WILL WALK YOU
THROUGH HOW TO SET ONE UP. IF YOU ALREADY HAVE A PARENT ACCOUNT, YOU CAN JUMP
DOWN TO “REVIEW SCHOOL MESSENGER CONTACTS” TO ADD OR EDIT YOUR CONTACTS.
HTTPS://WWW.NACS.K12.IN.US/PARENTS/PARENT_PORTAL

IN PARTNERSHIP,
KATE JOHANNINGSMEIER
PRINCIPAL
KATE.JOHANNINGSMEIER@NACS.K12.IN.US
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https://www.nacs.k12.in.us/parents/parent_portal
mailto:Kate.Johanningsmeier@nacs.k12.in.us


SILVER GRAPHICS ART – THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO ORDERED ART THROUGH SILVER GRAPHICS. THE ART WILL BE SENT HOME IN
EARLY DECEMBER. YOU CAN STILL ORDER ART AND HAVE IT SHIPPED TO YOUR HOUSE USING THE FOLLOWING LINK AND SCHOOL
ACCESS CODE. 
WWW.SILVERGRAPHICS.COM/SHOP
SCHOOL ACCESS CODE: ART23AE

WINTER FLOWER PICK-UP – WINTER FLOWER PICK-UP WILL BE AVAILABLE ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7TH FROM 2:45-3:15 AND AFTER
THE HOLIDAY CONCERT IN THE CAFETERIA. YOU CAN ALSO PICK UP ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8TH FROM 7:45-8:15 AT THE GYM DOORS.

BLAZE PIZZA – WE WILL BE HAVING A DINE TO DONATE AT BLAZE PIZZA ON COLISEUM BLVD. ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12TH. MORE
INFORMATION WILL BE SENT HOME SOON!

LITTLE SHOTS/EBA – FORMS WILL BE SENT HOME SOON FOR WINTER BASKETBALL. FORMS AND REGISTRATION FEE ARE DUE BACK BY
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15TH. INFORMATION WILL BE SENT HOME AFTER THE HOLIDAY BREAK REGARDING TEAM ROSTERS AND SCHEDULE.
WE ARE ALSO IN NEED OF INDIVIDUAL(S) TO OVERSEE THIS PROGRAM NEXT YEAR. THE PTO DOES NOT HAVE CAPACITY TO RUN THIS
ACTIVITY SO IF WE DO NOT HAVE ANYONE VOLUNTEER WE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE LITTLE SHOTS/EBA IN THE FUTURE.

2024 POPCORN/CHEEZ-IT PRE-ORDERS – THE POPCORN/CHEEZ-ITS PRE-ORDERS WERE A HUGE SUCCESS FOR BOTH THE STAFF AND
VOLUNTEERS IN THE FALL SO WE ARE GOING TO DO PRE-ORDERS FOR JANUARY THROUGH MARCH. FORMS WILL GO HOME SOON TO
PRE-ORDER POPCORN AND/OR CHEEZ-ITS AND WILL BE DUE BACK BY FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15TH.

STAFF HOLIDAY LUNCH – THE PTO WILL BE PROVIDING A PASTA LUNCH WITH SALAD FOR THE AMAZING STAFF ON WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 20TH. WE ARE ASKING FOR DONATIONS OF DESSERTS FOR THE STAFF. SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW OR USE THE
FOLLOWING LINK TO SIGN UP. THANK YOU FOR DONATING!

HTTPS://WWW.SIGNUPGENIUS.COM/GO/30E0E4AAFAD2BA3FD0-46443849-STAFF#/

PTO MEETING – THE NEXT PTO MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY, JANUARY 11TH AT 4PM IN THE CAFETERIA

FROM THE COUNSELOR'S CORNER Amy Saleh, Counselor 

PTO POINTS OF INTEREST

ALTHOUGH THIS TIME OF YEAR CAN BE FILLED WITH MANY FUN EVENTS, IT CAN ALSO BE
STRESSFUL FOR YOU AND YOUR CHILD.  IT’S EVEN MORE IMPORTANT TO PRACTICE GOOD
SELF-CARE DURING THESE TIMES. THE FOLLOWING TEN TIPS MAY HELP YOU MANAGE YOUR
STRESS DURING THIS BUSY SEASON: 

1. EXERCISE EVERYDAY 
2. GET ENOUGH SLEEP 

3. EAT HEALTHY FOODS 
4. TALK ABOUT YOUR PROBLEMS 

5. KEEP A JOURNAL 
6. BREAK LARGE TASKS INTO SMALL STEPS 
7. PRACTICE TAKING SLOW, DEEP BREATHS 

8. AVOID NEGATIVE PEOPLE 
9. DON’T OVER COMMIT 

10. THINK HAPPY THOUGHTS 

http://www.silvergraphics.com/shop
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0E4AAFAD2BA3FD0-46443849-staff#/


HEALTY TID BITS                      NURSE BRENDA JONES, R.N.

THE FLU (INFLUENZA) SEASON IS HERE! WE USUALLY SEE AN INCREASE IN OCTOBER, THEN
TYPICALLY IT PEAKS DURING DECEMBER AND FEBRUARY. USING OUR PERSONAL

PROTECTIVE BEHAVIORS (HAND AWARENESS) CAN HELP DECREASE THE SPREAD OF THE
FLU VIRUS.

·WASH HANDS WHEN THEY ARE DIRTY AND BEFORE EATING.
·DO NOT COUGH INTO YOUR HANDS. DO COUGH INTO YOUR ELBOW.

·DO NOT SNEEZE INTO YOUR HANDS. DO SNEEZE INTO A TISSUE OR YOUR ELBOW.
·DO NOT PUT YOUR FINGERS INTO YOUR EYES, NOSE, OR MOUTH.

JAR WARS WAS A SUCCESS AGAIN THIS YEAR!  WE
RAISED $2,419.40!  WE ARE SO EXCITED TO BE

ABLE TO HELP A SCHOOL FAMILY HAVE A VERY
MERRY CHRISTMAS!  WE ALSO RAISED $167.00 IN

DIMES FOR THE NACS RELAY FOR LIFE
FUNDRAISER.  THANK YOU TO ALL THE STUDENTS
WHO BROUGHT IN THEIR PIGGY BANKS FULL OF

PENNIES, NICKELS, DIMES AND QUARTERS!  
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BOOK FAIR IS
DECEMBER 1 THRU

DECEMBER 8. 
THURSDAY NIGHT

FROM 5:30 TILL TO 8:30





PE CENTRAL                           MRS. EAKRIGHT

MUSICAL NOTES                           MRS. LEAHY

DECEMBER ARRIVED QUICKLY THIS YEAR.  WE ARE BEGINNING TO LEARN STREET HOCKEY
SKILLS.  K-2 ARE LEARNING ABOUT THE DIFFERENT WAYS TO PLAY HOCKEY, STICK SAFETY,
HOW TO HOLD THE HOCKEY STICK, STICK HANDLING, GOALIE SKILLS AND SHOOTING SKILLS. 
3-5 ARE PUTTING THE SKILLS THEY LEARNED IN PREVIOUS YEARS AND STARTING SMALL
TEAM GAMES.  THE FOCUS ON THE TEAM GAMES IS TEAMWORK, STICK SAFETY, SPREADING
OUT THE OFFENSE, DEMONSTRATING OFFENSIVE AND DEFENSIVE STRATEGIES. 
WE WILL FINISH OFF THE MONTH WITH OUR ANNUAL INDOOR SNOWBALL FIGHT. (THE KIDS
ARE ALREADY ASKING) ENJOY YOUR DECEMBER AND TIME SPENT WITH FAMILY
MRS. EAKRIGHT

STUDENTS AT ARCOLA HAVE BEEN BUSY THIS MONTH!  STUDENTS IN CHOIR SANG AT OUR VETERAN’S DAY
PERFORMANCE AND THEY DID AN AMAZING JOB!  STUDENTS IN KINDERGARTEN AND CHOIR DID A WONDERFUL
JOB SINGING OUR “DON’T BE A TURKEY” SONG AT OUR THANKSGIVING FEAST.  OUR BAND STUDENTS HELPED
TO BRING A WONDERFUL ATMOSPHERE TO OUR 2ND GRADE MACY’S DAY BALLOON PARADE BY ADDING SOME
GREAT MUSIC.  IN ADDITION TO SINGING AND PLAYING SONGS AND LEARNING MORE ABOUT READING MUSIC,
MANY CLASSES HAVE BEEN WORKING ON OUR PERFORMANCE SKILLS AS WE WORK TO GET READY FOR OUR
WINTER PROGRAM.  STUDENTS IN GRADE 3, 4 AND 5 HAVE BEEN PREVIEWING OUR UPCOMING MUSICAL.  WE
ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO SOME GREAT UPCOMING EVENTS.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
THE WINTER PROGRAM IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER.  IT WILL BE HERE AT ARCOLA IN THE GYM ON THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 7TH STARTING AT 6:30. STUDENTS IN GRADES K, 1, 2, BAND AND CHOIR WILL BE PERFORMING THAT
NIGHT.  THEY HAVE BEEN WORKING HARD TO GET READY FOR THIS SPECIAL EVENT.  THE WINTER PROGRAM
LETTER IS POSTED ON CANVAS IF YOU HAVE MISPLACED YOURS.  DOORS OPEN AT 6:10 AND STUDENTS ARE TO
REPORT TO THEIR CLASSROOMS BEFORE THE SHOW AND WILL SIT WITH THEIR CLASS.  AT THE CONCLUSION OF
THE SHOW, STUDENTS WILL GO BACK TO THEIR CLASSROOMS AND CAN BE PICKED UP BY THEIR PARENTS
THERE.  STUDENTS HAVE BEEN WORKING HARD AND WE ARE EXCITED TO PERFORM FOR YOU!

IF YOU HAVE NOT HEARD, WE WILL BE PUTTING ON A PRODUCTION OF DISNEY’S FROZEN JR. HERE AT ARCOLA
ON THURSDAY, MAY 2ND, 2024.  WE ARE JUST GETTING STARTED ON THIS.  LETTERS FOR STAGE CREW AND SET
DESIGN CREW WENT HOME THIS WEEK AND AUDITION MATERIALS ARE POSTED ON CANVAS.  THE AUDITIONS
WILL BE HELD HERE AT ARCOLA ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14TH.  AUDITION PACKETS WITH THE COMMITMENT
LETTERS TO BE RETURNED WILL BE COMING HOME NEXT WEEK.  THE SCHEDULE FOR AUDITION NIGHT WILL BE
POSTED AFTER I GET THE FORMS BACK.  WE ARE REALLY EXCITED TO GET STARTED ON THIS EXCITING SHOW!






